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for work done, failing which Fisher is threatened with debtor's prison. 
Dunean quits and goes over to Hutchinson. 


Thomas Clarkson, a successful baker of Sydney Town, appoints to meet 
Fisher at a notary's office to witness a contract by which Duncan sells 
his interest in the mill and appurtenances, to Clarkson for some cash, 

a life interest as partner ani employment in a paper mill Clarkson under- 
takes to erect on the Macquarie grant. Fisher is to receive a trifling 
sum of money and all his debts paid by Clarkson. Otherwise, Fisher is 
excluded from the project. 


Trapped, Fisher signs as witness. The contract endorsed, Fisher 
warns them they cannot use the joint land grant without his assent; this 
he will not give. But now he is free of the threat of debtors' prison. 


The following year, Henry, younger brother of Frederick Fisher, arrives 
at Port Jackson, transported for seven years, convicted of fraud. The 
older man is shocked that Henry has not learned from his own example, 
which had shamed and injured their parents. Henry is stung to tell 
Frederick that the latter's sweetheart, Betsey, had given birth to a 
daughter soon after Frederick's transportation. The family had kept the 
event seevet to avoid addition of a further term to their favourite's 
exile. Parting in enmity, Henry to the farthest reaches of the known 
Colony and Frederick to brood guiltily over the news from London. He 
becomes obsessed with a desire to be united with Betsey and the child, 
and his whole life must now be bent in that direction. 


ERager for more money, Frederick leaves the Provost Marshal to work 
as clerk to the Waterloo Flour Mill, owned by rich merchant Daniel Cooper, 
and William Hutchinson. The work is unsuitable, although Cooper likes 
the young man, who returns to work for the Provost Marshal. Fisher has 
now Ticket of Leave and must support himself entirely. 


The Fisher parents in London signify they wish to join their sons 
in Australia because of deteriorated conditions in Empire crazy England. 
Frederick is fired to meet their wishes by amassing mney. But the Colony 
is iteelf disturbed by the Royal Commissioner's affronts to the popular 
and human Lachlan “Yacquarie, and the shadow of discrimination against 
the convict commnity deepens. 


James Meehan, forced by illness and exhaustion to retire from his 
positions, offers that of Quit Rent Collector to young Frederick. Altho! 
it is dangerous for a lonely traveller, it is prestigious and offers 
certain other material advantages. 


On his travels, Frederick meets ani is reconciled with Henry; but 
no news comes from their devoted mother concerning Betsey and her child. 
Not even by a single word will ann Fisher imperil her son. At this time, 
Frederick has good hopes that Thomas Wylde, Solicitor General and Clerk 
of the Peace will assist him to obtain remission of the remaining years 
of his sentence; but Thomas Wylde dies and Frederick is not confident 
in his son, Judge Advocate John Wylde to advance his claims. 


Frederick buys a thirty-acre farm near Campbell Town from Daniel 
Cooper, where in association with agriculture he carries on dealing 
and his duties as Quit Rents Collector. He seems destined for prosperity. 


But, enrapt with making the farm productive, he neglects to settle 
his official accounts and he is sternly reprimanded by the Surveyor 


